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ROCKY FORGE NEWS AUGUST 2009    
Let’s plan on meeting at the Illiana Show grounds 

on August 8th at 9:00. Bring a forge, anvil and tools (a 
chair might be nice). I left my forge and two tables with 
vices over there after the show and will bring an extra 
forge for this meeting. We can have an open forge time 
and just blacksmith for the fun of it. If you all participate 
we should have a good time. Some of us can practice 
what to make at the State Fair on the following Monday 
and Tuesday. 

Pack a picnic lunch and we can eat up at the club 
house or in our building.  We have plenty of bottled 
water to drink, thanks to Scott D. and Jill. Bring iron in 
the hat items so we can have a drawing. 

Doughnuts and coffee sure would be a nice thing out 
there in the open building. I will bring the coffee if one 
of you will bring doughnuts. Let me know. 

Ted_____________________________________ 
Editors Note:  With the State Fair starting next week I have 
had a lot to do, everything seemingly an emergency.  I have 
learned how to get articles inserted from formats that I have 
never been able to before.  We have some how-to articles and 
information to make life easier at the Fair.  I would like to 
thank J.J., Kim, and especially Ted for their effort for the Fair.   

From: Kim Soladine July 30, 2009 
I sent out the RSMA newsletter on Monday, I am 

hoping you have received yours.   I know that in the 
past, I have as have others who have demonstrated at the 
events, bring our own materials, and tools.  There is 
usually some extra available, but for those who wish to 
work on certain projects, it is best that each person bring 
his own.  In the newsletter, I mentioned some small 
items that can be made, in a short time, but each of us 
has our own idea of what material is needed.  

To answer your question,....bring what you think you 
need to work on project you feel comfortable to make, 
and don't plan on material being available.  There is 
about a bag and a half of coal there now, and JJ says he 
is bring more and not to worry, but it might be wish to 
plans for a little more if you have it. 

One thing that we don't want is someone or a couple 
fellas working on something that would be better done at 

there own forges, ( example was, Don't bring and spend 
3 hours on a car axle that you need straightened.  It may 
be something that blacksmith would have done, but it 
isn't interesting to onlookers, nor does it allow time for 
other smiths to work at the anvil). 

There is two forges and two anvils, (Maybe three) 
and I have heard that there are now two vises.  In the 
past, on a daily basis, other small forges, and anvils have 
been brought and used by those who bring them.  I have 
plans for a separate bench for making "Horseshoe Nail 
Rings", therefore keeping the vises open. 

Work area can be tight, if fellas team up, while one 
is at the anvil, the other can be heating his stock, or they 
can crank the blower for each other.  There is usually 
one of two fellas up front talking to the onlookers, 
whiles other sit out to the side, waiting their turn. I hope 
to have a canvas awning for the days I am there. (Shade 
is in short supply)  The additional anvils can be set 
opposite the main anvil at each forge, therefore, allowing 
four smiths to work at the two forges.   I have spoke with 
Tim Nannet about the future possibility of having a 
larger set-up, and even the option for a shop where 
Smiths might gather at other times then just the fair. 

Individuals need to bring chair, food, fruit, 
lunches,...come prepared, there are many food vendors 
available, but it can be expensive.  Sometimes the 
Village offers a space at the farmer's table, but at best 
that is for only one or two.  Water, lemonade, tea and ice 
has been free and available to those working in the 
Village. 

At this time, I think the pioneer village people are 
amazed at what the Indiana Blacksmiths are willing to 
give the Fair and the Village.   Time will tell what migh 
lie ahead. 

I look forward to seeing you,....sorry I am so long 
winded, but I am trying to have you be prepared for what 
you need.  Any additional questions please write or call. 

Kim  
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Schedule for the Indiana State Fair IBA Blacksmith 
Demos 

Aug 7, 8, 9      

Rural Smiths of Mid America 
     Moe Handy  (317) 862-5647, 

<ruralsmithsofmidamerica@hotmail.com> 

Aug 10, 11       

Rocky Forge Blacksmith Guild 
     Ted Stout at (765) 572-2467. <stout8525@tds.net> 

Aug 12,13, 14    

Jennings County Historical Society 
Blacksmith Shop 

   Ray Sease at (812) 522-7722, <anvil.8@hotmail.com> 

Aug 15, 16       

One Armed Blacksmiths 
 Tim Metz at (812)447-2606 or tim.metz@cummins.com. 

  

Aug 17     

David Childress, Larry Whitesell, Michael 
Wollowski 

 David Childress 765/492-4904, Trollkeep@gmail.com 

Aug 18            

Dominick Andrisani, Don Neuenschander 
Coppersmith, & John Huffman &family 

 David Childress 765/492-4904 Trollkeep@gmail.com 

Aug 19, 20, 21   

David Childress, Clint Casey & Family 

David Childress 765/492-4904 Trollkeep@gmail.com 

Aug 22, 23      

 Fall Creek Blacksmiths 

 John Zile at (765) 533-4153, forger@hrtc.net 
 

Passes should be in the Mail.  They are being mailed by the 
Fair Board and so the distribution is determined by them. 
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Pages 3,4, & 5 excerpted from: 
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