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Next Meeting: 
The next meeting of the Rocky Forge 
blacksmiths will be at 9:00 A.M., March 11th, at 
Ted's shop. Shane S. and Jim K. will be 
demonstrating the making of a long medieval 
sword. This will be a neat demo so try to make 
it if possible.  
Carol will provide a cold meat sandwich lunch 
with baked beans, chips and whatever else I 
can talk her into. A donation can will be 
available to help cover expenses. Going to the 
West Point grill for this day will simply take to 
much time.  
Be sure to bring Iron-In-the-Hat items. We have 
such a good times and good quality items in 
our drawings. 
Looking forward to seeing all of you at the 
meeting. Come for a good day of fun and 
fellowship. 
Also at the March 11 meeting there will be 
several tables of tools from a widow lady who 
has ask Ted to help dispose of her husbands 
tools. He had a lot of stuff. The family has 
picked what they wanted and what's left will 
be offered for sale at our next meeting, priced 
to sell. At this point I do not know what will be 
there, it may be junk and may be treasures. 
See you at the meeting. 

Last Meeting 
The February 11th meeting was at the ALCOA 
plant in Lafayette. This is huge old industrial 
plant. This is the largest aluminum extrusion 
plant in the world. The products made here sell 
largely to the aeronautical industry.  
The event was well attended, the 
announcement in the Forge Fire helped.  We 
had about 22 attendees. We largely 
discovered that few of us know much about 
aluminum. This was an interesting tour and 
ALCOA went out of their way to entertain us on 
a weekend.  The test lab got me to thinking 
about our discussion of the “Spark Test” (see 
next column). 

Illiana Show Ground 
Fundraising 

The Illiana Steam and Power Assoc. is in fund-
raising mode to purchase the show grounds.  
Now is the time to step up to the plate and help 
the Illiana group with their fundraising. It will 
ultimately help the Rocky Forge group. Any 
offering would be greatly appreciated and 
may be mailed to Doris Manllief.  Please note 
on the offering that you are a member of the 
Rocky Forge group. Her address is 3618 Donna 
Drive, Lafayette, IN 47905. 

IBA Board Election 
You should have received a ballot for the IBA 
board election in the February Forge Fire.  Our 
membership alone might be enough to get a 
member on the board.  There are three 
candidates for two openings.  I (David 
Childress) am one of the three and would like 
to carry your voice to the board and improve 
the fit between what we want and what we get 
as a satellite group of the IBA.  If you can go to 
the March IBA meeting and vote all the better 
to get our voice heard.  If you can not make it 
fill out the ballot from the February “Forge Fire” 
and send it in.  The meeting is in Jennings 
County.  If you need a ride or company I am 
going, just contact me to make arrangements. 

Call for article submissions 
I have enclosed two articles from Mark Brier.  I 
will be thankful for a response from the 
membership both about these articles and 
additional submissions. 
I am working on an article on the science 
behind the “Spark Test” for identifying type of 
steel as discussed here in past issues.  Ted still 
does not believe that the test works and 
maybe he can not see it.  There is bound to be 
a method to make the test surer than what I 
have seen demonstrated.  There are several of 
you that know more than I do about the 
related field and maybe we could even build 
an apparatus to make the test more accurate. 










